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Flaw at new Boone school? 
Critics contend the library’s circular atrium lets in too much sunshine 
©2006 Reading Eagle Company By Phoebe Sweet Reading Eagle 



    The circular atrium in the library of the Daniel Boone School District’s new $38 million middle school offers a sweeping view of the Amity Township countryside. 

    But when students turn their gaze from the windows to concentrate on books and computers inside the library, the view isn’t as good. 

    Sunlight streams through the upper windows of the atrium and into the library where students are trying to work. 

    “You feel like you’re driving right into the sun,” school board member Margaret M. Fiset said at a December board meeting. “The library is very difficult to use, and the computers.” 

    Boone officials are considering installing vertical blinds to block the sun, at least during the winter when the problem is worse than in other months. 

    “The sunlight coming in from the upper windows is blinding,” Fiset said at the meeting, adding that the blinds would be necessary from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the winter. 

    Lower windows in the library already have blinds. 

    The construction of the atrium already had been criticized by taxpayers as an unnecessary expense long before Fiset mentioned the sunlight problem. 

    The middle school along Weavertown Road opened in September even though the auditorium and gymnasium were incomplete. Bleacher installation in the gymnasium is still not finished, even though the work was to be done in December. 

    Superintendent David H. Robbins said at the December meeting that the district was considering vertical blinds for the atrium. A cost estimate was not yet available at a meeting this week. 

    Richard C. Fidler, finance committee chairman for the school board, has defended the atrium in previous interviews. 

    He has said that a rectangular library would not have been appropriate for the Amity Township school site, adding that the picturesque view from the library has great educational value and should be seen by taxpayers as an investment in education. 

    Fidler said again this week that the atrium was not a mistake. 

    “If anything, it (the blinds) should have been in the budget if it was needed,” he said. 

    Fiset downplayed the problem at this week’s board meeting, saying the issue with the blinds was minor considering the size of the middle school project. 

    She said the problem would be resolved by the time the school is completed. 

    But Anthony Pomponio, chairman of the Daniel Boone Taxpayers Association, said the blinds are just one more example of poor planning by the school board. 

    “You have to put the kids first,” Pomponio said. “You have to make sure that they’re able to see the computers. It’s not important to see what’s going on outside. They need to focus on what’s going on inside.” 

    Pomponio said the school district has been overwhelmed by four school construction projects in the last decade, and that the school board hasn’t properly investigated costs of features such as the atrium. 

    “I think it’s just a result of not planning enough to see what expenses they were going to be incurring,” he said. “At this point it’s just blinds. 

    “They really needed someone to look at the finances ( before construction) and say, ‘Let’s get a breakdown of what the atrium cost. Let’s see how much it costs to build this type of structure.’ ” 
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Reading Eagle : Ron Romanski The library atrium at the new Daniel Boone Middle School, shown in November, is again a target of criticism, this time because too much sunlight enters the atrium through upper windows. 


